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Footprint #1 : 1992 – Report by the Civic Improvement Committee Chair, Charlene Deal,  says: 

 

 

Where is the “northern gateway” of 1992?  Reportedly it’s near where Wake Forest Rd. feeds into 

Capital Blvd.  Look for a grove of these trees.  The Tuscarora Crepe Myrtle is of an upright growth (not 

weeping) and has pink flowers.   

In 2016 Raleigh began construction on the “northern gateway/Capital Blvd.” so things will be changing.  

Let’s grab a picture before it’s gone forever! 

 

Footprint #2: Fletcher Park – the site of the Arbor Day plantings for several consecutive years from 2005 

to 2012. This month we’ll look for 2 of the trees that stand out in the fall season.   Sometimes we have 

no clue but the name of the tree.  Sometimes a picture to match backgrounds… I don’t know if there will 

be signs for the older trees… it will be awesome if there are still signs crediting RGC with planting the 

tree.  

Scarlet oak,  planted in honor of Annie Mae Horton in April 2005 in Fletcher Park.  Below are the pictures 
that give us a clue to the location…. A grove of trees with parking lot (I think) just behind in distance.  Is 
there a scarlet oak today?  It should be easy to spot with its fall foliage.   



             
 

Here’s how to identify the tree:  Quercus coccinea, the scarlet oak, as its name implies, can have the 

best fall color of any oak, but many trees are more russet than flaming scarlet. The scarlet oak can be 

distinguished from other oaks by its red fall leaf color, and from the red oak by its bark, which has very 

characteristic silver streaks that run vertically up the bole, and by its acorn, where the cap covers half of 

the acorn nut. 

  
 

Comparison of sun(left) and shade  
leaves of scarlet oak. 

 
 
  



Footprint # 3: 
A Golden Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia )was planted near the A J Fletcher Foundation House off 
Glenwood Avenue in 2008, in memory of Julia Riley.  It appears to be to left of the brick, 2-story 
building, facing  white entrance porch.  It should be golden in the fall and easy to see. 
 
  
1 Julia Riley’s family at the Arbor Day Planting 

    
 
 
 
Footprint # 4: A Mystery – how did Rothgeb Park come about and how did it get its name?  What 
happened to Charlotte Hilton Green’s wildlife garden that was purchased? (They occupy the same land 
at White Oak Road, Raleigh) 
 
 

 
Newsom, Mac. Neighbor. Spectator. Raleigh, NC. 3 July 1986 
 
Recall that Charlotte was a member of RGC, and BW Wells is the subject of our March program. He also 
inspired Margaret Reid’s wildflower rescue garden. 



 
 
This is from The Chat of Fall 1986, the newsletter of the NC State Museum of Natural Sciences. 
 

 

 
 

 
I don’t know how to research this.. does anyone have any ideas?  I read the purchase did take place, but 
there was no date.  


